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21 November 2019                 
   
Joan McAlpine MSP 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 
Dear Convener 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of The National Lottery Heritage Fund in relation to a Culture, Tourism, 
Europe and External Affairs Committee debate on Glasgow School of Art [motion S5M-19553] held in 
chamber on 30th October 2019. 
 
I would like to provide clarification in relation to a specific mention of the Heritage Lottery Fund (now 
known as The National Lottery Heritage Fund) and our funding in order that the minutes of the 
meeting accurately represent the National Lottery Heritage Fund position. 

 
Our query relates to the following statement contained within the draft official report: “According to the 
GSA, once it had obtained approval in principle to install a suppression system, it had to secure 
funding. Following unsuccessful claims to Historic Environment Scotland and the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, the GSA initiated its own fundraising exercise.” 
 
The statement above does not accurately reflect the position of the National Lottery Heritage Fund or 
our funding of the project due to the following points: 
 

• The breakdown of eligible project costs appended to our Stage 2 Committee for Scotland 
report, includes a sum of £1,384,000 for “Renewal of heating, electrical and fire prevention 
services”. [This evidences that the National Lottery Heritage Fund was aware, and agreed, 
that Glasgow School of Art should use the Fund’s grant towards fire prevention works.] 

• At a later date, when the decision was made by the School to install a mist suppression 
system no additional funding towards this was requested or sought from the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund. [There was no separate approach to the Fund for a mist suppression system 
that we rejected]. 

 
Although we were aware, due to ongoing liaison with Glasgow School of Art, that it was looking to 
install a mist suppression system, there was no separate approach to us for funding for this and we 
did not reject any such application. 
 
I hope this provides some clarification and I would be grateful to discuss this further with you at the 
earliest suitable opportunity. Further information about our National Lottery funding for heritage 
projects across Scotland can be found at www.heritagefund.org.uk/in-your-area/scotland. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Caroline Clark  
Director Scotland 
Email:  caroline.clark@heritagefund.org.uk  
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